[Pets as patients in the small animal practice. 1. Descent, physiology, husbandry, feeding].
Small pets as domestic animals and patients in veterinary practice have gained in importance during the last years. Their different habits and needs require exact knowledge of their descent and physiology, as well as husbandry and feeding requirements. Therefore, a survey of rabbit, guinea-pig, chinchilla, hamster, gerbil, mouse and rat as pets is given.